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#MORE THAN OUR GRADES


We are a mixed-gender friendship group in Year 
10, and last term, we had a lesson on domestic 
violence delivered by our local Women’s Aid 
charity. It was here that we realised how little we 
knew about this issue and so many other related 
issues.


We knew loads about every other curriculum 
subject, but next to nothing about healthy 
relationships, or on gender well-being and gender 
equalities. We didn't realize that challenging 
gender inequalities can help address violence 
against girls and women. We started to join up 
the dots and think about gender injustice and how 
unfair the world can be for boys, girls, men and 
women.


Inspired by YouTube flashcard stories where people 
hold up signs with hand written messages on for 
people to read, we decided to create our own 
story board, and spread the word that we are 
#morethanourgrades.


Schools these days seem 
to see and value us more 
as grades on paper, not 
as people. Our well-
being is just as important 
as our GCSEs.


Making anonymous Flashcard 
stories can be a simple, safe and 
effective way of raising awareness 
about sensitive issues.


MAKING A FLASHCARD STORY TO PUT GENDER EQUALITIES AT THE HEART OF OUR SCHOOLS


"#morethanourgrades 
became our community 
challenge Welsh Bacc 
project. We delivered 
leaflets and talked to 
community members 
about gender equality 
and designed a likert 
scale questionnaire to 
find out what students 
and staff thought about 
our flashcard story." 







WHAT DID WE DO?


Making don’t know/do know pages
We then created a flashcard 


story book, with one page 
highlighting things we 
‘did know’ and one page 
highlighting things that we 
‘didn’t know’.


Tweeting #morethanourgrades 
flashcard story


We used movie maker to make our film. 
When it was finished, we played it on our 
school TV everyday day during our Welsh 
Bacc week. We tweeted each school subject’s 
twitter account and asked them to pls RT 
(please retweet). We also set a student-staff 
form group challenge to guess which teacher 
turned which page. We will show the film again 
on International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence Against Women (25 Nov) and 
hope other students will make their own 
flashcard books next year.


Working across the curriculum
We began working our way through each 


curriculum subject and took it in turns to speak 
out loud something we knew or remembered 
from different subjects, like Maths or P.E.


Researching what we didn’t know
We mind-mapped all the things we didn’t know 


about gender equalities and gender well-being, 
and used the AGENDA 'information' web resources to 


find out more.


Illustrating
We illustrated each 


page, and drew our 
favourite Disney characters 
on the front cover. Each 
character, for us, challenges or 
is constrained by gender, sexual 
or racial stereotypes.


Filming teacher’s hands 
turning the pages


Using an ipad, we filmed teachers 
turning the pages that matched 
their own subject. This became a 
great way to spread the message 
about our project across the 
school. Lots of teachers asked us 
what we were doing and why. 
Many, like us, learned new things 
about gender equality or gender-
based violence. A few teachers 
thought that we were taught 
enough already which led to 
some interesting discussions!
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DO/N’T KNOW FLASHCARD STORY
DIY


You are now ready to make your 
“do know/don’t know” flashcard story. 


Using the coloured markers, write up one 
‘do know’ page and one ‘don’t know’ page. 
Continue until you have 10 double-pages.


Illustrate each page, using photos, 
drawings, emojis.


Choose a quiet and private space to 
film your flashcard story. Try and avoid 


using any identifiable features (e.g. faces).


Keep safe, and upload onto a school, 
youth group or trusted adult’s Vimeo or 


YouTube account.


Create a hashtag and tweet your 
flashcard story via your school council, 


or group’s twitter account. Or, ask the 
Children’s Commissioner in England or Wales 
to tweet your story for you.


Look through AGENDA’s ‘ideas 
for change’ and note down all the 


things that interest you.


Follow the links or use the search 
function to find out more about a 


particular issue (e.g. gender diversity, 
sexism in the music industry, misogynoir)


Choose an issue you woud like to 
raise awareness of. Do some more 


research so that you have enough 
information to make 10 short sentences 
that begin with "I didn't know that..."


Choose a topic you know lots 
about. 


Make 10 short sentences about this 
topic beginning with "I know that ..."


“It was really fun running 
around getting all the 
teachers to turn the pages, 
and watching the looks 
on their faces when they 
realized what the book was 
all about!”


“I loved illustrating the 
book – I love Disney!”


“I really enjoyed this … 
because we are more than 
our grades!”


Check out Amnesty 
International's guide 


to social media 
activism, as well as Feminist 
Frequency's guide to 
protecting yourself from 
online harassment.


What you’ll need:
A3 card for pages


Smart phone or tablet that can 
record still or moving images


Marker pens
EXAMPLE: “I know that racism and sexism 
overlap, BUT, I didn’t know that some people 
call this misogynoir”
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Before you begin adapting this activity for the children and young 
people in your setting, read the section on Safety and Support.



https://twitter.com/ChildrensComm

https://twitter.com/childcomwales

https://feministfrequency.com/2015/12/08/speak-up-stay-safer-a-guide-to-protecting-yourself-from-online-harassment/

https://feministfrequency.com/2015/12/08/speak-up-stay-safer-a-guide-to-protecting-yourself-from-online-harassment/

https://feministfrequency.com/2015/12/08/speak-up-stay-safer-a-guide-to-protecting-yourself-from-online-harassment/

https://feministfrequency.com/2015/12/08/speak-up-stay-safer-a-guide-to-protecting-yourself-from-online-harassment/

https://feministfrequency.com/2015/12/08/speak-up-stay-safer-a-guide-to-protecting-yourself-from-online-harassment/

https://feministfrequency.com/2015/12/08/speak-up-stay-safer-a-guide-to-protecting-yourself-from-online-harassment/
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