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1. HOW GENDER MATTERS IN 
CHILDREN’S EVERYDAY LIVES 


“Gender inequality present in our society can 
be a cause and consequence of violence against 
women, domestic abuse and sexual violence” 


#THISISME @livefearfree


Childhood research has explored the complex and contradictory ways in 
which gender norms and gender inequalities shape how children feel about 
themselves, what they can do with their bodies, how they interact with 


others, who they can form relationships with, how safe and unsafe 
they feel, what jobs they might want to do and how they dream 


themselves and each other into the world.  


Gender norms - a common culture of how perceived gendered 
expectations and stereotypes regulate people’s lives.


Gender cultures - the meanings, values and norms that are 
part of people’s everyday lives and how these are negotiated, 


reproduced, subverted and challenged.


“The ‘doing’ of gender is 
much more contradictory 


and much more of a 
struggle, than popular 


representations on 
children’s gender identities 


and experiences might 
suggest” (Renold 2013). 


Gender Justice - a world where everybody is valued equally, 
regardless of sex or gender identity and expression, and are able to 


share equitably in the distribution of power, knowledge and resources. 


“Although gender is one 
(important) analytic lens and 


a difference that matters, 
we acknowledge that it is 


how it works in combination 
with other differences (such 


as social class, sexuality 
and ethnicity, in particular 


times and places) that gives 
it meaning and power” 
(Thomson, Berriman 


and Bragg 2018)


Watch the 
video here!
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https://twitter.com/search?q=%23thisisme&src=typd

https://twitter.com/LiveFearFree

https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/search2?searchTerm0=C4894

https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/search2?searchTerm0=C4894

https://theconversation.com/how-boys-and-girls-are-taught-different-things-about-violence-87779

https://www.michaelpage.co.uk/minisite/diversity-campaign/childrens-job-aspirations-defined-by-gender

https://library.nspcc.org.uk/HeritageScripts/Hapi.dll/filetransfer/2013BoysGirlsSpeakOutReport.pdf?filename=AA58F75CEDE68892A73FB681FE246B8371684F102172D08A780A14959D3BCE5747137B3B2A935011CB8EC3068664FF481AA6D2524E357BAB96C006752CCD756759AD77BD1E389823A55CFAAE74B2EE64F46C611AD1724BE1AC500B025490CCB1CD8D9D26B00674E723A731951BB13FBE2976B114838E6BBB09AFFE52B2724B3ACE30BFEA6097C6F497BB161B0236F1BD840D20E37D2CFBB30E94E96DFBC831D46FAEE178F86A2AF4FDC7E48CF5&DataSetName=LIVEDATA

https://www.bloomsburycollections.com/book/researching-everyday-childhoods-time-technology-and-documentation-in-a-digital-age/ch6-the-work-of-gender-for-children-now-you-see-it-now-you-don-t

https://www.bloomsburycollections.com/book/researching-everyday-childhoods-time-technology-and-documentation-in-a-digital-age/ch6-the-work-of-gender-for-children-now-you-see-it-now-you-don-t

https://vimeo.com/325079081

https://vimeo.com/325079081
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